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Peace: Week 8  
“Peace Forever” 
 
Leadership Coaching 
The purpose of this content is to help you sharpen your skills as a Small Group Leader. 
Each week we will include concepts, challenges, and resources designed to assist you 
as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple yourself. 

Abiding grow as a disciple yourself 
The spiritual disciplines of Bible intake—hear, read, study, memorize, meditate, apply 
God’s word—and prayer should result in worshiping God in spirit and in truth. This is 
preparation for our worship of God when we have peace forever in His presence. But we 
can and should also worship Him this way while we are still on the earth. 
Due to this text being less familiar for some than others, an additional page of Biblical 
commentary on Revelation 1 is provided as additional resource material. 
Be intentional about your Bible intake and prayer as you prepare to facilitate this week.  
• Listen to the “Peace Forever” sermon on Facebook or Vimeo. If you are unable to do 

this before your LIFEgroup, review your sermon notes. 
• Read, study, memorize and meditate on Revelation 1:4-8. Use the discussion 

questions as prompts.  
• Ask God to help you apply what you learned in this passage to your everyday life. 
• Ask God to help you worship Him in spirit and in truth in private throughout the week 

and publicly with your small group and at weekly gatherings and services. 

Leading learn to facilitate your group more effectively  
• Review the discussion questions. Find verses that support your answers. As you 

facilitate, use the insights you gained from your study as prompts for the group. 
• Lead the group through the reflection activity in the Group guide. A lot of people don’t 

have time for quiet reflection at home. This individual activity will give them the 
opportunity to slow down, be thoughtful, and be prayerful about spiritual disciplines 
and spiritual warfare.   

Shepherding know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep 
• Remind the group to read and journal the daily readings, memorize and meditate on 

this week’s memory passage. 
• Ask everyone to pray for each other this week. 

• Pray for the group to sethe Lord for the strength they will need in order to persevere 
in their spiritual disciplines this week.   
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Group 
Opening [10 min] 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements 
• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the 

small group guidelines 

Ask a hook question Ask a thought-provoking question to get the group focused [5 min] 
If an unbeliever asked you why you are a follower of Jesus, how would you respond? 

Read the text This week’s passage is Revelation 1:4-8 [1 min] 
Share the background for the text Provide context by sharing what comes before the 
story in the Bible [1 min] The apostle John wrote this letter to the churches in Asia Minor 
who were feeling the overwhelming effects of persecution from all sides. This book was 
a reminder to them that God saw their hardships, cared about them, and would reward 
them for their faithfulness. Through the use of vivid imagery, John writes Revelation to 
reveal the end of human history, the return of Christ, and the establishment of a new 
heaven and a new earth. John’s message of hope in Revelation assures Christians that 
God is in sovereign control of all past, present, and future events. He encourages 
believers to trust that Jesus Christ will judge the lost and will rule in ultimate victory over 
all human and demonic opposition.      —From Revelation by John MacArthur 

Discuss these questions [15 min] 
• What do we know about Jesus that testifies to the truth of His being “the faithful 

witness?” 
• What does it mean that Jesus is the “firstborn from the dead?” 
• What other scriptures point to Jesus as being the “ruler over the kings of the earth?” 
• How do believers have peace forever through who Jesus is? 
• How did Jesus demonstrate His love for us? 
• What does it mean for us to be “kings and priests to His God and Father?” 
• How do believers have peace forever through what Jesus did and does for us? 

Reflection Activity [25 min] 
In this activity we’re going to reflect on how we are to respond to the truth of who Jesus 
is and what Jesus does. Choose a spiritual discipline that is a weak spot for you—Bible 
intake, prayer, worship, evangelism, service or stewardship. Ask yourself: [15 min] 
• Why is this spiritual discipline a weak spot for me? 
• How can I practice this discipline in such a way as to internally cultivate and externally 

exemplify the truth of who Jesus is and what He does for me? 
• How will I deal with distractions from my flesh, the world, and the enemy—spiritual 

warfare—that will occur when I begin to put my plan into practice? 

At the end everyone should share one “a-ha” moment or key takeaway from their 
reflection time. [10 min] 

Closing [3 min] 
• Next week everyone should read and meditate on 2 Corinthians 5:12-21.  [1 min] 
• As you close in prayer everyone should share one personal prayer request. [2 min] 
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COMMENTARY 
Revelation 1 

1:1. Revelation, which means “unveiling,” translates the Greek word apokalypsis. Its use here 
indicates that the book of Revelation is apocalyptic literature, like Daniel in the Old Testament. 
The revelation of Jesus Christ could mean the unveiling about Jesus, the unveiling by Him, or 
both. His slaves refers to all Christians. 

1:2. Standing true to God’s word and to the testimony about Jesus Christ caused John to be 
exiled to the island of Patmos (v. 9). Christians have been persecuted throughout church history 
for their fidelity to Christ. Only by failing to stand do we escape persecution. 

1:1,3. Must quickly take place and the time is near have been used by critics to claim that 
Revelation’s prophecies have failed since they have not been fulfilled in the 1,900+ years since 
the book was written. However, Christ’s imminent return does not carry with it a timetable but 
communicates a sense of urgency that is an integral part of the New Testament message as 
expressed by John the Baptist, Jesus, and the apostles. Christ’s first coming marked the time 
when history entered its last phase before eternity. Paul expressed the urgency this entails: 
“Look, now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). 

1:3. The reading of this prophecy carries with it a promise of blessing. The reading in view is not 
just mental. The reader must also keep (i.e., “take to heart” and apply) what is written. This is 
the first of seven significant “blessing” statements or beatitudes in the book of Revelation 
(Revelation 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7,14). Seven, the number of perfection, will recur 
throughout this book. 

1:4. The naming of the author and audience, plus a characteristic greeting (grace and peace), 
indicate that Revelation has similar form as other letters of the New Testament. It is not some 
exotic, otherworldly work that cannot readily be understood. The One who is, who was, and who 
is coming (v. 8) means that God not only exists now, but always has existed and always will. 
The seven spirits before His throne may refer to: (1) “the angels of the seven churches” (v. 20; 
chaps. 2-3), (2) other angels seen in the book (e.g., 8:2), or (3) the fullness of the Holy Spirit 
described in Isa. 11:2. 

1:5-6. Jesus is the faithful witness (martus, the Greek word from which we get martyr). The 
firstborn from the dead looks back to His resurrection, the guarantee of the future resurrection of 
all believers and unbelievers (20:4-5; 1 Cor. 15:20,23). Though Christ has all the authority to be 
universal ruler now (Matt. 28:18), He will not fully exert it until His second coming (Rev. 19:11-
21). Set us free from our sins by His blood does not mean we are automatically saved by 
Christ’s death on the cross, as if all humanity is saved regardless of their beliefs. Revelation 
stresses the need for repentance (9:20-21) and a faith-response to the gospel (14:6-7). The 
wording here may mean that believers are already a kingdom and priests in this lifetime (1 Pet. 
2:9). 

1:7-8. This collage of Scripture from Dan. 7:13 and Zech. 12:10 expresses the theme for 
Revelation. The reference to mourn is sometimes understood as the response of those for 
whom it is too late to be saved. But the context of Zech. 12:10 indicates the mourning will be 
true saving repentance, even for those who pierced Him (i.e., the Jews). Alpha and Omega are 
the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, emphasizing that God is the beginning and the 
end. 


